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VERNON SECONDARY 

SCHOOL COURSE 

CATALOG 
      

ENGLISH: 
 
ENGLISH 8 MEN8 Grade Level 8  
The aim of English Language Arts is to provide students with opportunities for personal and intellectual growth 
through speaking, listening, reading, viewing, writing, and representing to make meaning of the world and to 
prepare them to participate effectively in all aspects of society. 

 
ENGLISH 9 MEN9 Grade Level 9  
The English Language Arts Curriculum is designed to empower students by providing them with strong 
communication skills, an understanding and appreciation of language and literature, and the capacity to engage 
fully as literate and responsible citizens in a digital age. The content focuses on language features, stories and texts 
and strategies and processes of written and non-written language in order to build an understanding of how 
exploring and sharing multiple perspectives extend our thinking. Students will develop an understanding of how 
language works and use it purposefully. 
 
LITERARY STUDIES 10        MLTST10       Grade Level 10     Credits       4.000 
English Language Arts 10 includes five exploration areas: Literary Studies, Composition, Spoken Language, Creative 
Writing and New Media. All Grade 10 students will earn credit for Literary Studies 10 (2 credits) and will have an 
opportunity to explore one other option. Students will look at a variety of texts including short fiction, nonfiction, 
poetry, novels, graphic text and film and methods of expression such as journals, podcasts, narratives, creative 
fiction, essays and short film. First Peoples texts, worldviews and Principles of Learning will be embedded in the 
course. 
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ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES LITERARY STUDIES 10    MEFLS10--S Grade Level 10  Credits 4.000 

EFP Literary Studies 10 is designed for students who are interested in exploring First Peoples literature in a variety of 
contexts, genres, and media. All Grade 10 students will earn credit for EFP Literary Studies 10 (2 credits) and will have an 
opportunity to explore one other EFP option. This area of choice provides students with opportunities to explore personal 
and cultural identities, histories, stories, and connections to land/place. This course is grounded in the understanding of 
how texts are historically and culturally constructed. Students will work individually and collaboratively to broaden their 
understanding of themselves and the world. This course meets the graduation requirements for Indigenous Studies. 

 
CREATIVE WRITING 11 MCTWR11  Grade Level 11 Credits 4.000 
This is an English course with an emphasis on creative writing. Along with reading, listening and viewing, Creative 
Writing 11 is designed for students who are interested in developing confidence and refining their writing skills 
through self-expression for various creative purposes. Students will explore a variety of methods for creative 
expression and will develop a portfolio of work that will demonstrate their growth and refinement in the craft of 
writing and their creative observations of the world. First Peoples texts, worldviews and Principles of Learning will 
be embedded in the course. 

 
LITERARY STUDIES 11 MLTST11 Grade Level 11 Credits  4.000 
Literary Studies 11 allows students to delve deeply into literature. It is designed for students who are interested in 
literature of a particular era, geographical area, or theme, or in the study of literature in general. Students will 
examine, create and respond to classic literary forms such as short stories, drama, poetry/music, art, novels and film 
and contemporary forms such as graphic novels, documentaries, photography and short film. Formal and creative 
writing opportunities will be presented. First Peoples texts, worldviews and Principles of Learning will be embedded 
in the course. 
 
EFP LITERARY STUDIES 11      MELSL11—S Grade Level 11 Credits 4.000 
EFP Literary Studies is designed for students who are interested in studying First Peoples literature and oral tradition and 
in strengthening their oral language proficiencies. The course emphasizes oral self-expression and communication in a 
variety of contexts. Students delve deeply into First Peoples oral and written literature in a range of media to explore 
various themes, authors, and topics. This provides a foundation for them to think critically and creatively as they continue 
to explore, extend, and strengthen their own repertoire of oral language expressions. Within a supportive community, 
students work individually and collaboratively to explore oral and written literature and create powerful, purposeful oral 
and written compositions.  This course meets the graduation requirements for Indigenous Studies. 

NEW MEDIA 11 MNMD11 Grade Level 11 Credits  4.000 
  This is a program of studies designed to reflect the changing role of technology in today’s society and the increasing 
importance of digital media in communicating and exchanging ideas. This course is intended to allow students and educators 
the flexibility to develop an intensive program of study centered on students’ interests, needs, and abilities.  Coursework is 
aimed at providing students with a set of skills vital for success in an increasingly complex digital world by affording numerous 
opportunities to demonstrate understanding and communicate increasingly sophisticated ideas through a wide variety of 
digital and print media.  
The following are possible focus areas in New Media 11:  
• media and film studies – suggested content/topics include the globalization of the media industry, influence of media on 
users’ perceptions, and documentaries in the age of digital media  
• journalism and publishing – suggested content/topics include the changing roles and structures within news organizations; 
and risks, challenges, and opportunities associated with professional journalism  
• digital communication – suggested content/topics include blogging, writing for the web, writing for social media, gaming, 
and podcasting 
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ENGLISH STUDIES 12 MENST12 Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
This comprehensive course represents essential learning in English Language Arts for student success within and 
beyond school. It ensures that students are exposed to the discourse related to a full range of texts (e.g., critical 
literacy skills associated with engaging with literary, digital, and informational texts). Students will hone their writing 
and communication skills and demonstrate skills in composition, spoken language, new media, creative writing and 
literature. Students will gain confidence in academic and personal writing, while enhancing their lifelong knowledge 
and communication skills. First Peoples texts, worldviews, and Principles of Learning are embedded throughout. 
 
ENGLISH FIRST PEOPLES 12    MENFP 12  Grade level 12        Credits 4.000 
English First Peoples 12 is designed to satisfy the Grade 12 English Language Arts graduation requirement in BC.  The 
course focuses on developing their literacy skills through the lens of the experiences, values, beliefs, and lived realities of 
First Peoples.  Using both modern and traditional authentic texts, including written, oral traditions, audio and electronic 
media, students will have opportunities to learn and engage with creative and cultural expressions of First Peoples locally, 
nationally and worldwide.   By applying the First Peoples Principles of Learning in the delivery of course material, students 
will be encouraged to reflect on themes, issues, and topics that impact their own lives. 
This course does meet the English 12 requirement for graduation and is recognized by post-secondary 
institutions.  It also meets the graduation requirements for Indigenous Studies. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

SOCIAL STUDIES: 
 
SOCIAL STUDIES 8 MSS8 Grade Level 8  
Social Studies 8 uses the 6 historical thinking concepts as a framework to examine historical narratives in world 
history between 600 and 1750 C.E.  The 6 historical thinking concepts are historical significance, evidence and 
interpretation, continuity and change, cause and consequence, historical perspective, and ethical judgment. Topics 
include geographical skills and knowledge, the Islamic Empire, the Middle Ages, the Renaissance and Reformation, 
European explorers and first contact with indigenous peoples, and the establishment of European colonies in North 
America.  
 
SOCIAL STUDIES 9 MSS9 Grade Level 9  
Social Studies 9 uses the 6 historical thinking concepts as a framework to examine historical narratives in world 
history between 1750 and 1900 C.E.  Topics include the study of geographic knowledge and skills, colonialism and 
imperialism, political revolutions in America and France, the Industrial Revolution, the development of the nation-
state, the movements of peoples in the 18th and 19th centuries, and the impact of colonialism on indigenous 
peoples.  

 
SOCIAL STUDIES 10 MSS10 Grade Level 10 Credits 4.000 
Social Studies 10 is designed around the themes of "Canada in a Changing World" from the years 1900 to the 
present. Topics can include Canada and the First World War, the Roaring 20's, the Depression years of the 1930's, 
World War II, the Cold War, Politics and Government and post war years up to present day history. Studies of 
Human Geography issues are also part of the curriculum for this course. It is the objective of this Social Studies 
curriculum that students will develop a number of skills including critical thinking, problem solving, oral and written 
communication and advanced citizenship skills. 
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CONTEMPORARY INDIGENOUS STUDIES 12      MINST12 Grade Level 12  Credits 4.000 
Contemporary Indigenous Studies examines the identities, worldviews and interactions with the land that indigenous 
people have. This course identifies the problems with colonial resource and land management that has led us to the 
current climate crisis and seeks to show how indigenous knowledge and practice has a major role in forging a new 
direction. Sustainability, climate change, human rights, and reconciliation will be explored in this engaging and 
relevant course. The course content will be delivered through a combination of direct instruction, inquiry, 
collaborative tasks, and focused research. This will grow the connections between people and place, and will have an 
impact on the social, cultural, economic, and environmental development of our community. Through these 
approaches, students will continue to develop their communication, thinking, and personal and social core 
competencies.  
This course meets the graduation requirements for Indigenous Studies and Social Studies 11/12. 
 

 
HUMAN GEOGRAPHY 12 MHGEO12  Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
A geography course designed to allow students to better understand our globally connected world. Focus is put upon 
relationships between culture, use of physical space, and impacts upon the planet. Examples of possible main topics of 
discussion and research and population issues, pollution, long term sustainability, industrialization, trade, natural 
resource demands and scarcity, and global environmental concerns. No prerequisites are required.  
This course meets the graduation requirements for social studies 11/12. 
 
 
BC FIRST PEOPLES ST 12 MBCFP12 Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
The major goals of this course are to increase the awareness and understanding of the richness and diversity of First 
Nations cultures in British Columbia. Studies will focus on the learning of histories of many of the different 
Indigenous groups that inhabited British Columbia and how the First Nations people were significant then and now 
to the development and identity of British Columbia today. Social Studies 10 is a required prerequisite.  
This course meets the graduation requirements for Social Studies 11/12 and Indigenous Studies.  

 
LAW STUDIES 12 MLST 12 Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
In Law 12, case studies, discussions and debates are emphasized, and students participate in at least one mock trial as 
lawyers, judges, jury members and witnesses. The class will go on at least one field trip to observe criminal trials in 
Kelowna and Vernon. Guest speakers from law enforcement, the legal profession, and the prison system will be invited 
to share their expertise in the classroom. Current controversial legal issues are explored, as well as practical and useful 
legal knowledge. Law 12 provides direct career preparation for those interested in law, law enforcement, and social 
work, but the course is beneficial for all students - the law is for everyone! This course meets the entrance 
requirements for University. SS 10 is required as a prerequisite.  
This course meets the graduation requirements for Social Studies 11/12. 
 
SOCIAL JUSTICE 12 MSJ12 Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
Are you interested in human rights and equality? Are you concerned about ensuring that everyone in our society has 
equal rights and access to resources? Do you admire social change makers like Nelson Mandela, Mahatma Gandhi 
and Malala Yousafzai? This is the course for you! Explore the sources and impact of discrimination, racism, sexism, 
and poverty with an emphasis on project work, guest speakers, and discussion and debate. Take action by 
volunteering with the class in our local community. This course meets the entrance requirements for University. 
Social Studies 10 is required as a prerequisite.  
This course meets the graduation requirements for Social Studies 11/12.  
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20TH CENTURY WORLD HISTORY 12            MWH 12       Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
20th Century World History 12 examines history from an international perspective, focusing on the years 1917-
1991. The course is not designed to simply present facts, but to interpret the past, find patterns, and make 
connections to today's world.  Using the 6 historical thinking concepts as a framework, the history of Europe, the 
United States, Asia, and the Middle East will be examined. Topics include the communist revolutions in Russia and 
China, the Great Depression, the rise of Hitler, Mussolini and Stalin, the Second World War, and the Cold War era.  
This course meets the entrance requirements for University. Social Studies 10 is required as a prerequisite.  
This course meets the graduation requirements for Social Studies 11/12. 
 
SUSTAINABLE FUTURES / Social Studies Explorations 11  MEPSS11 Grade Level 11                Credits 4.000 
Sustainable Futures 11 focuses on the future of humankind, and how our relationship with the planet will need to 
change. Sustainability, climate change, water use and conservation, energy use, waste issues, and food security will 
be explored in this engaging and relevant course. The course content will be delivered through a combination of 
direct instruction, inquiry, collaborative tasks, and focused research. A large portion of the course will be devoted to 
students undertaking a Climate Action Project in conjunction with the City of Vernon and local businesses and 
organizations. Students will help implement the Climate Action Plan in Vernon through their projects.  Through these 
approaches, students will continue to develop their communication, thinking, and personal and social core 
competencies. This course is considered an equivalent for social studies 11/12. 

 
HUMANITIES COURSES 
 
 
PSYCHOLOGY 12 YPSYC2   Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
Psychology 12 covers half of a First Year Introductory University Level Course. It looks at the way individuals behave 
and think. The focus of this course is to communicate the basics of psychology in a concise, straight forward and 
enjoyable manner. At the same time, a foundation is laid for a more advanced study of psychology for those 
students wishing to continue at a post-secondary level. Topics covered in Psychology 12: States of Consciousness: 
The Developing Child; Adolescence and Adulthood; Perception: Memory; Intelligence; Personality; Psychological 
Disorders and Therapy. There is no perquisite for this course.  
This course is not considered an equivalent for social studies 11/12. 

 
SOCIOLOGY 12 YSSC-2C   Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
Sociology looks at topics such as Culture and Society, Socialization, Family and Intimate Relationships, and Deviance 
and Crime. This course will be useful to all students, but it provides direct preparation for careers in social work, 
criminology, public health, childcare, teaching, law and law enforcement. There is no prerequisite for Sociology 12. 
This course is not considered an equivalent for social studies 11/12. 

 
 

SCIENCE: 
 
SCIENCE 8 MSC08 Grade Level 8   

This is a general science course focusing on curricular/core competencies and includes the following units: 
1. Life processes occur at the cellular level 
2. Behavior of matter 
3. Energy and the behavior of light 
4. Earth’s geological processes 
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SCIENCE 9 MSC09 Grade Level 9  
This is a general science course focusing on curricular/core competencies and includes the following units: 

1. Continuity of life depends on cell division  
2. Electric current and the flow of electrons 
3. Interactions of elements and the periodic table  
4. Earth’s spheres and their ecosystems. 

 
SCIENCE 10 MSC10 Grade Level 10 Credits 4.000 

This is a general science course focusing on curricular/core competencies and includes the following units: 
1. Genetics  
2. Chemistry  
3. Energy Transformations  
4. Stars, galaxies and the universe. 

 
EARTH SCIENCE 11 MESC11 Grade Level 11 Credits 4.000 
Required: Sc10 - This course meets the graduation requirement for grade 11/12 science and may meet some post-
secondary requirements.  
Earth Science 11 topics of study include: geological history and the formation of Earth, mapping, rocks & minerals, 
Plate Tectonic theory, volcanoes, earthquakes, and more as time permits. 

 
CHEMISTRY 11 MCH11 Grade Level 11 Credits 4.000 
Required: Sc10 – Chemistry 11 is a required course for science degrees as well as for engineering, health sciences, nursing, 
forestry, and dental hygiene, to name a few. Most university science programs require at least two of the following: 
Chemistry 11, Life Sciences 11 and/or Physics 11, and at least one of Anatomy & Physiology 12, Chemistry 12 and/or 
Physics 12. Taking more than the minimum number of science courses will ease the post-secondary transition. Many 
trade programs require specific science courses as well. Check requirements for your program of interest. 
Chemistry 11 is a laboratory-based course focused on Measuring, Reactions, Stoichiometry, Atomic Models, Element 
Periodicity, Solutions, and Organic Chemistry. Chemistry 11 students perform many experiments, participate in exciting 
demonstrations, and research an independent project of “Chemistry in Our World”. 
 
LIFE SCIENCES 11 MLFSC11 Grade Level 11 Credits 4.000 
Required: Sc10 - Most university science programs require at least two of the following: Chemistry 11, Life Sciences 11 
and/or Physics 11, and at least one of Anatomy & Physiology 12, Chemistry 12 and/or Physics 12. Taking more than the 
minimum number of science courses will ease the post-secondary transition. Many trade programs require specific 
science courses as well. Check requirements for your program of interest. 

Life Sciences 11 is a lab-focused course consisting of 3 main themes:  
a) Life is a result of interactions at the molecular and cellular levels,  
b) Evolution occurs at the population level,  
c) Organisms are grouped based on common characteristics: Taxonomy and the Kingdoms of life will be explored. 
Students will have opportunities to use investigation methods such as lab experiments, field studies, microscopy, 
dissection, and an independent inquiry project will also be conducted. This course is highly recommended for all 
students considering science-related careers. 
 
PHYSICS 11 MPH11 Grade Level 11 Credits 4.000 
Required: Science 10, Recommended: FMP 10 - Most university science programs require at least two of the 
following: Chemistry 11, Life Sciences 11 and/or Physics 11, and at least one of Anatomy & Physiology 12, 
Chemistry 12 and/or Physics 12. Taking more than the minimum number of science courses will ease the post-
secondary transition. Many trade programs require specific science courses as well. Check requirements for your 
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program of interest.  
Physics 11 is a lab-oriented course that introduces students to the study of motion, Newton's Laws, energy, electric 
circuits, waves and light. Much of the class work consists of performing experiments, analyzing results, deriving 
conclusions, and solving problems. Practical skills, such as applying mathematics and understanding the physical 
world around us, are stressed. A spaghetti bridge building project is included. This course is required for science and 
engineering degrees at many universities. 
 
 
ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY 12 MATPH12   Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
Recommended: LFSC11 & Ch11 are helpful, but not required, to have before taking this course. Most university 
science programs require at least two of the following: Chemistry 11, Life Sciences 11 and/or Physics 11, and 
at least one of Anatomy & Physiology 12, Chemistry 12 and/or Physics 12. Taking more than the minimum 
number of science courses will ease the post-secondary transition. Many trade programs require specific 
science courses as well. Check the requirements for your program of interest.  
Homeostasis, Gene Expression, and the various Organ Systems and how they interrelate in the human body are 
the big ideas for this course. Students will have opportunities to use investigation methods such as lab 
experiments, field studies, microscopy of body tissues, and dissection (including a pig heart, sheep brain, and 
fetal pig) throughout the course. This course is highly recommended for all students considering science-related 
careers as well as for those interested in learning more about the human body. 

 
 

CHEMISTRY 12 MCH12 Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
Required: Ch11; Recommended Pre-Calc11 or FOM11 - Most university science programs require at least two of the 
following: Chemistry 11, Life Sciences 11 and/or Physics 11, and at least one of Anatomy & Physiology 12, 
Chemistry 12 and/or Physics 12. Taking more than the minimum number of science courses will ease the post-
secondary transition. Many trade programs require specific science courses as well. Check requirements for your 
program of interest.  
Chemistry 12 is an extension of Chemistry 11, taking some topics to greater depth and introducing several new 
topics.  It is a hands-on, laboratory-based, course focused on Reaction Rates, Chemical Equilibrium, Solubility, Acids 
and Bases, and Electrochemistry. Chemistry 12 is often required for both the life sciences and the physical sciences, 
including nursing, dental hygiene, and engineering; it is highly recommended for anyone considering science-related 
careers. 
 
GEOLOGY 12        MGEOL12    Grade Level 12      Credits        4.00 
Required: Sc10 – This course meets the graduation requirement for grade 11/12 science and may meet some post-
secondary requirements. 
Geology 12 will give students a thorough understanding of the Earth’s materials, processes, and history. Major units 
of study include Plate Tectonics, earthquakes and volcanoes, minerals and mineral resources, rock types, weathering, 
mountain-building, and geological time and the fossil record. The course is a mixture of lectures, labs, and project 
work. 

 
PHYSICS 12 MPH12 Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
Required: PH11 & Pre-Calc11 or FOM 11 - Most university science programs require at least two of the following: 
Chemistry 11, Life Sciences 11 and/or Physics 11, and at least one of Anatomy & Physiology 12, Chemistry 12 
and/or Physics 12. Taking more than the minimum number of science courses will ease the post-secondary 
transition. Many trade programs require specific science courses as well. Check requirements for your program of 
interest. 
Physics 12 is an extension of Physics 11, taking some topics to greater depth and introducing several new topics. 
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Topics include Kinematics, Momentum, Dynamics, Circular Motion, Gravitation, Energy, Special Relativity, 
Electrostatics and Electromagnetism. This course meets entrance requirements for many University programs and is 
highly recommended for all those taking a science-related degree. 

 
 

MATH: 
 
 
MATHEMATICS 8 MMA08 Grade Level 8  
This course covers foundational concepts with an emphasis on fractions and algebra. They will develop number sense 
by learning about square numbers and Pythagorean Theorem, surface area and volume, percentages, rates, ratios, all 
operations of fractions, linear relations and equations, and data analysis and probability. Students will need a Scientific 
Calculator Sharp EL531XTBWH/EL-531/EL-516 or Casio FX-300ES/FX-350MS/FX-991MS are recommended. Texas 
Instruments scientific is not recommended. 

 
MATHEMATICS 9 MMA09 Grade Level 9  
Recommended: Math 8. Number sense will include the study of integers with a focus on exponents, rational numbers 
and polynomials. Linear relations with graphing, variables and equations/inequalities, scale diagrams, data analysis, 
and financial literacy will also be studied. Students will need a Scientific Calculator and the Sharp EL531XTBWH/EL-
531/EL-516 or Casio FX-300ES/FX-350MS/FX-991MS are recommended. Texas Instruments scientific is not 
recommended. 
 
FOUNDATIONS & PRE-CALC MATH 10 MFMP10 Grade Level 10 Credits  4.000 
Recommended: Math 9 with a minimum of DEV+. The student will work with irrational numbers, rational and integral 
exponents, trigonometry, polynomials, linear relations and functions, linear equations and systems of equations, 
arithmetic sequences and series, and finance. This math pathway is needed to advance to FOM11 and PreCalculus 11. 
Students will need a Scientific Calculator with 2 line display. Sharp EL531XTBWH or Casio FX300MS are recommended. 
Texas Instruments scientific is not recommended.  
 
WORKPLACE MATHEMATICS 10                                MWPM10  Grade Level 10  Credits  4.000 
Recommended: Math 9 with EMG or DEV. Students taking this course will be expected to take Workplace Math 11 for 
their next math course. Topics will include measurement, geometry, trigonometry, proportional reasoning, personal 
income and algebra. Students will need a Scientific Calculator with 2 line display. Sharp EL531XTBWH or Casio FX-
300MS are recommended. This math pathway is most suitable for students going into the workforce and some 
trades. 
 
FOUNDATIONS OF MATH 11 MFOM11 Grade Level 11 Credits 4.000 
Recommended: It is suggested that students with a mark less than a 65% for test average in Foundations/Pre-calculus 
10 take this pathway. This pathway is designed to provide students with the mathematical understanding and critical- 
thinking skills identified for post-secondary studies in programs that do not require the study of theoretical calculus. 
This course provides a strong foundation for those students planning on entering apprenticeship programs. Topics 
include measurement, geometry, logical reasoning, statistics, relations and functions and optimization problems. 
Students will need a Scientific Calculator with 2 line display. Sharp EL531XTBWH or Casio FX-300MS are recommended. 
This course meets the entrance requirements for some College programs. It is important to discuss with a counsellor 
which Math course is preferred for your post-secondary program.  
 
PRE-CALCULUS 11 MPREC11   Grade Level 11 Credits 4.000 
Recommended: FMP10 with a mark of 65% test average or better, with a strong foundation in factoring trinomials 
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before enrolling in this course. This pathway is designed to provide students with mathematical understanding and 
critical thinking skills identified for entry into post-secondary programs that require the study of theoretical calculus. 
Topics include quadratic/radicals/absolute/rational equations and functions, systems or equations for linear and 
quadratic, trigonometry, and finance Students will need a Scientific Calculator with 2 line display. Sharp EL531XTBWH 
or Casio FX-300MS are recommended. This course meets the entrance requirements for the majority of College 
programs. It is important to discuss with a counsellor which Math course is preferred for your post-secondary 
program. 
 
 
WORKPLACE MATHEMATICS 11           MWPM 11   Grade Level 11 Credits  4.000 
Recommended: Any Math 10 course - This pathway is designed to provide students with the mathematical 
understanding and critical thinking skills identified for entry into some of the trades and for direct entry into the 
workplace. Topics include measurement, geometry, numbers, statistics and algebra. Students will need a Scientific 
Calculator and the Sharp EL-531/EL-516 or Casio FX-300ES/FX-350MS/FX-991MS are recommended. Texas 
Instruments scientific calculators are not recommended.   
 
FOUNDATIONS OF MATH 12 MFOM12 Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
Recommended: FOM11 minimum of 70% and recommend that students with a mark less than a C+ in Pre-Calculus 
11 take this course. This pathway is designed to provide students with mathematical understanding and critical 
thinking skills identified for post-secondary studies in programs that do not require the study of theoretical calculus. 
Topics include finance, set theory, combinatorics, probability, relations and functions, and graphing regressions. 
Students will use a graphing calculator and the TI-83 or better is recommended. This course meets the entrance 
requirements for some University programs. It is important to discuss with a counsellor which Math course is 
preferred for your post-secondary program. 

 
PRE-CALCULUS 12 MPREC12   Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
Recommended: PREC11 with a mark of 70% or better in Pre-Calculus 11 before enrolling in this course. This pathway 
is designed to provide students with mathematical understanding and critical thinking skills for entry into post-
secondary programs that require the study of theoretical calculus. Topics include the development of trigonometric, 
algebraic, numeric and graphical reasoning through the study of relations and combinatorics. Students will use a 
graphing calculator and the Tl-83 or better is recommended. This course meets the entrance requirements for the 
majority of University programs. It is important to discuss with a counsellor which Math course is preferred for your 
post-secondary program. 

 
CALCULUS 12 MCALC12   Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
Recommended: Pre-Calculus Math 12 with a 70% or higher. Students who have not already completed Pre-Calculus 
Math 12 will be expected to take it while in Calculus. This course includes topics from first year calculus and meets 
the entrance requirements for University. Any students wishing to extend their mathematical studies to the post-
secondary level will find this course valuable. The course entails limits and extensive work with the derivative. 
Problem solving using differentiation along with the introduction of the integral help make this a solid foundation on 
which to build first year calculus courses. 
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PHYSICAL EDUCATION: 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 8 MPHE-08 Grade Level 8  
This course is comprised of physical activities that could include the following: soccer, flag football, rugby, softball, 
volleyball, basketball, weight training, fitness and active health, badminton, minor games, lacrosse, wrestling, and 
dance. Also, the course will teach healthy choices which will influence physical, emotional and mental wellbeing. 
Evaluation consists of fitness, skills, cognitive aspects, effort and participation. Teacher guided; self-assessments will 
take place regularly. 
 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 9 MPHE-09 Grade Level 9  
This course is comprised of a series of two week units that will expand and build on the basics from Grade eight and 
could include the following: soccer, flag football, rugby, softball, volleyball, basketball, weight training, fitness & 
active health, badminton, hiking, minor games, wrestling, tennis, lacrosse and dance. Also, the course will teach 
healthy choices which will influence physical, emotional and mental wellbeing. Evaluations based largely on in-class 
participation, effort, attitude, fitness, skills and cognitive aspects. Teacher guided; self-assessments will take place 
regularly. 
 
PHYS ED 9 HEALTHY LIVING MPHE-09HL   Grade Level 9  
Healthy Lifestyles 9 provides students with an alternative to the regular PE 9 program. It is designed to appeal to the 
student that is interested in developing a healthy and active lifestyle in a more relaxed atmosphere. Students enrolled 
in the course will participate in a walking program, learn about health and nutrition issues, use the school fitness room, 
and partake in various community activities. 

 
TEAM SPORTS 9 MPHE09TS   Grade Level 9  
This course is designed for students who would like to improve their team sport skills with a focus on basketball and 
volleyball. Participants will be actively involved in both on-court drills and games at indoor and outdoor facilities. In 
addition, the students will have an opportunity to compete in many different sports in an intramural type setting. This 
course is considered an elective and does not meet the grade 9 PE requirement. 

 
PHYS ED 9 WEIGHT TRAINING MPHE09L  Grade Level 9  
This course is designed to introduce students to various weight training principles.  If you are looking to improve 
your strength, learn more about weight training, get fit and enhance your performance in sport and recreational 
activities - this is the course for you. In the course, students will develop their own fitness program and lift weights 
on a regular basis. This course is considered an elective and does not meet the grade 9 PE requirement. 

 
PHYSICAL EDUCATION 10 MPHED10   Grade Level 10 Credits 4.000 
In this course, students will understand that personal strengths and weaknesses, and personal preferences, help 
them plan and achieve their goals. Students will also understand that trying a variety of physical activities will 
increase the likelihood that they will be active throughout their lives. Students will know that healthy choices 
influence and are influenced by our physical, emotional, and mental well-being. Finally, students will understand that 
personal fitness can be maintained and improved through regular participation in physical activities. Activities will be 
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in two-week units and may include outdoor pursuits, soccer, flag football, softball, wrestling, tennis, lacrosse, dance 
and rugby. Evaluation is based on in-class participation, effort, attitude, fitness, and some aspects.  
Successful completion of PHED 10 is a graduation requirement. 
 
PHYS ED 10 HEALTHY LIVING  MPHED-HL  Grade Level 10 Credits 4.000 
Healthy Lifestyles 10 provides students with an alternative non-competitive environment to the regular PE 10 
program. It is designed to appeal to the student that is interested in developing a healthy and active lifestyle in a 
more relaxed atmosphere. Students enrolled in the course will participate in a walking program, learn about health 
and nutrition issues, use the school fitness room and partake in various community related activities.  
 Successful completion of PHED 10 is a graduation requirement. 

 
FOOTBALL SKILLS 10 - 12                                                        YLRA0A-FB  Grade Level 10/11/12  Credits 4.000 
This course is designed to introduce or enhance the students' understanding and skills of football. If you are 
interested in playing football for the school team, already play and want to hone your skills for the upcoming season 
or just want to have fun - then this is the class for you. The on-field portion of the course will focus on individual skills 
and movements, positional skills and team strategy. This will take place in a practice like setting.  Off-field sessions 
will work on the strength and conditioning components as well as the tactical elements of football.  
Football Skills 10 is considered an elective and does not meet the grade 10 PE requirement. 
 
PHYS ED 11/12 MACLV11   Grade Level 11/12 Credits 4.000 
In this course, students will understand that finding enjoyable recreational activities is an important part of overall 
health and well-being. Students will also recognize that safety and injury prevention practices allow for lifelong 
participation in physical activities. Students will participate in a number of activities which will aid them in developing 
healthy emotional and mental well-being beyond high school. Students taking this course should be self-motivated and 
committed to attending all classes. This course is based largely on participation, effort, attitude and leadership. 
Students who take both levels of this course will be expected to advance their skills and curricular competencies. 

 
FITNESS AND CONDITIONING 11 - 12 MFTCD11 Grade Level 11/12 Credits 4.000 
In this course, students will know that their personal fitness can be maintained or enhanced through participation in 
a variety of activities at different intensity levels. Students will understand how their bodies move and function, 
which will lead them to stay safe during exercise. Furthermore, it will include a comprehensive study of weight 
training programs, and an examination of various components surrounding weight training. Students will create 
individual workout plans, track their progress, and lift weights on a regular basis in order to reach their personal 
health and fitness goals. This course is available inside and outside the timetable. 

 
 

OUTDOOR EDUCATION 11 - 12 (PEAK) MODED11  Grade Level 11/12 Credits 4.000 
This course provides an opportunity for outdoor activities that allow for the development of skills in a complex and 
dynamic environment, the understanding of the outdoor environment and an appreciation and understanding of the 
safety requirements for such activities. Teamwork, communication and collaboration are highlighted as we 
participate in a vast array of outdoor activities. These may include introduction to scuba diving, stand-up paddle 
boarding, canoeing, hiking, indoor and outdoor climbing, camping, biking, tennis, skating, hockey, archery, golf and 
more. The camping trip is a two-night trip to a local destination with a wide variety of activities offered. Students will 
be required to participate in all activities and attend all classes. Fee is $400.  Single blocks are regular PE activities and 
double blocks are field trips. 
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WOMEN'S HEALTH & FITNESS 10 - 12 YLRA0A-WF  Grade Level 10/11/12 Credits 4.000 
This course is designed for females to promote an active, healthy lifestyle.  Students will participate in a semester-
long weight training program specific to their individual needs.  As well, they will be exposed to a variety of 
activities aimed at achieving fitness, using both school and community facilities.  These could include circuit 
training, boot camp, HIIT workouts, yoga and hot yoga, self-defense, strength and conditioning, hiking, Cross-Fit 
and Pilates.  In addition, topics for discussion include nutrition, positive body image and healthy choices.  There is a 
fee for this course to cover activity and bussing costs.  Cost will be $100. 
  Women’s Health and Fitness 10 is considered an elective and does not meet the grade 10 PE requirement. 

 
 
 
 

CAREER EDUCATION: 
 
CAREER EDUCATION 08 MCE 08 Grade Level 8  
Students will begin to explore a variety of careers after some initial reflection on personal strength and interests. 
Students will create Google Slide presentations covering what to consider in choosing a career, as well as the value of 
goal setting. In terms of digital literacy, the focus of the Grade 8 course is cyberbullying.  
 
CAREER EDUCATION 09 MCE 09 Grade Level 9  
Students will use self-assessment and reflection to develop awareness of their strengths, preferences, and skills. They will 
apply a variety of research skills to expand their knowledge of diverse career possibilities and create a Google Slides 
presentation on a career of their choice. They will also create resumes and explore volunteer experiences. Students will 
learn about their rights as an employee, and begin to learn about workplace safety basics, and will study basic financial 
skills like budgeting.  
 
CAREER LIFE EDUCATION 10 MCLE10 Grade Level 10 Credits 4.000 
This is a required course enabling students to develop career and education plans, make thoughtful decisions, and take 
responsibility for pursuing their goals. Students will create dynamic and professional Google slide shows on a digital 
literacy topic. The main components include Graduation Planning and Requirements; Education and Career Research; 
Financial Literacy and Global Economic market conditions; and Community Networking, Innovation, and Entrepreneurship. 
 
CAREER-LIFE CONNECTIONS 12 MCLC12 Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
CLC is required for graduation. Building on the skills developed in CLE. The three main content areas are: Personal 
Development; Connections to Community; and Career Life Planning. CLC includes the CAPSTONE, a culminating project 
that will allow students the opportunity to consolidate and showcase their interests, skills, and passion. The Capstone 
project represents 20 hours of work. 

 
 

 
LANGUAGES: 
 
FRENCH 8 MFR08 Grade Level 8  
This is an introductory course to Canada's official second language. It is a communicative program requiring 
participation in conversations, as well as both individual and group work. The objective of this course is learning 
with enjoyment. Repetitive practice of basic concepts throughout the course will be essential. There will be learning 
activities involving the four areas of language: speaking, listening, reading, and writing. 
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GERMAN 8 MGE08 Grade Level 8  
Germany has been on the cutting edge of science, technology, industry, art, fashion and business for decades and 
German is the most common second language spoken in the Okanagan Valley and in Europe. In this course, students 
will be introduced to simple everyday situations and language basics, to build a strong foundation to expand their 
language ability in the years to come. Through individual and partner work and written exercises, students will 
discover what life is like for young people in Germany and become more confident in their listening, speaking and 
comprehension throughout the semester. 
 
FRENCH 9 MFR09 Grade Level 9  
This course will build off of the essential French communication skills learned in French 8. This course will further 
emphasize the use of French to communicate. As such, the four areas of language (speaking, listening, reading, and 
writing) will be key throughout class learning activities. The objective of this course, in addition to learning with 
enjoyment, will be to further develop French communication skills. 
 
GERMAN 9 MGE09 Grade Level 9  
Recommended: An assessment of Developing or higher in German 8. Well, after successfully completing German 8 
and becoming the envy of all other language students at VSS, you are now ready for German 9. In the second year 
of German, students will hear, speak, read and write about more expensive situations than in German 8. Students 
may also apply for a three month exchange program to Germany for the following school year or for the European 
Spring Break trip. 
 
FRENCH 10 MFR10 Grade Level 10 Credits 4.000 
This course will continue building on themes and structures covered in French 8 and 9. More complex language 
structures will be introduced, and students will have opportunities to use these more complex structures throughout 
the speaking, listening, reading, and writing activities in the course. The objective of this course is to further develop 
French communication skills, both orally and written. Students may apply for the YMCA’s summer work student 
exchange program or the Education Abroad Canada Exchange. 
 
GERMAN 10 MGE10 Grade Level 10 Credits 4.000 
Recommended: An assessment of Developing or higher in German 9. The fun never stops, so why get off the 
emotional roller coaster known as German class? You'll laugh, you'll cry, you'll never want it to end. German 10 will 
expand each student's vocabulary, grammar and understanding of German culture through a variety of activities. 
Students are also eligible to apply for the three-month exchange program to Germany for the following school year 
or for the European Spring Break trip. 
 
FRENCH 11 MFR11 Grade Level 11 Credits 4.000 
This course will continue building on themes and structures in previous grades. More complex language structures 
will be introduced, and students will have opportunities to use these more complex structures throughout the 
speaking, listening, reading, and writing activities in the course. This course will further develop French 
communication skills, both orally and written. Students may apply for the YMCA’s summer work student exchange 
program. 
 
 
INTRODUCTORY GERMAN 11 MBGE11 Grade Level 11 Credits 4.000 
Did you make the biggest mistake of your life by not taking German 8? Well, we're all entitled to make mistakes and 
luckily for you there is Introductory German 11. This course is open to students in grade 10-12 who have not yet taken 
German. This course will introduce students to basic German and end with more involved language concepts. Students 



Vernon Secondary School Course Catalog 
 

14 | Page 
 

will do a variety of activities to solidify their understanding of German in a wide array of topics. Upon completion of 
the course, students can enroll in German 11. 
 
GERMAN 11 MGE11 Grade Level 11 Credits 4.000 
Recommended: A grade of C or higher in German 10. In this course, not only will you get to spend another semester 
with me, but you will continue to improve your ease in using German both in speaking and writing. In addition, 
students will begin to use technology to create their own German videos and you will learn some more about the 
German way of life. 

 
INTRODUCTORY SPANISH 11 MBSP11 Grade Level 11 Credits 4.000 
Interested in travelling to Mexico after graduating? Want to have an advantage in the North American marketplace? This is 
the place to start! Emphasis will be placed on oral comprehension and communication skills. Cultural awareness around 
dance, food, sports, and history of the Hispanic world will be threaded throughout this course. This course is open to 
grades 10-12 students. Upon completion of the course, students can enroll in Spanish 11.   
 
SPANISH 11 MSP11 Grade Level 11 Credits 4.000 
After reviewing what is covered in Introductory Spanish 11, students will continue to expand their vocabulary and 
grammar. Students will be exposed to a variety of cultural experiences through comparing and contrasting art, 
architecture, history, idiomatic expressions, literature, food, film, and music from the Hispanic world. Interacting with 
culture is an integral part of learning Spanish; it is a big part of what makes it fun and worthwhile. You don’t just learn a 
language; you also learn to appreciate cultural diversity and start to view the world with a new lens. Introductory Spanish 
11 is a prerequisite to taking this course.  

 
FRENCH 12 MFR12 Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
This course will continue building on themes and structures in previous grades. More complex language structures 
will be introduced, and students will have opportunities to use these more complex structures throughout the 
speaking, listening, reading, and writing activities in the course. The objective of this course is to further develop 
French communication skills, both orally and written. Students will have the opportunity to take the DELF, and may 
discuss different French programs available to them after graduation. 

 
GERMAN 12 MGE12 Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
Recommended: A grade of C or higher in German 11.  Through more advanced activities and video orals, you will 
continue to improve in German and have the best Grad year ever. Furthermore, by taking German 12 you may fulfill a 
first-year post-secondary language equivalent and get to spend one more semester with me. This course meets the 
entrance requirements for many Universities and Colleges. 

 
SPANISH 12 MSP12 Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
After reviewing what is covered in the Intro and 2nd level courses, by the end of the course you will be able to: express 
short- and long- term plans, goals and intentions; exchange opinions on topics of interest, giving reasons and reactions; 
describe or narrate events, situations, and experiences; use a variety of vocabulary and complexity of expressions in past, 
present, and future; and interact spontaneously in a variety of real-life situations. Topics in the textbook are: going on a 
trip; sports and health, daily routines, clothes and shopping, legends and stories, and ordering meals in a restaurant. Verb 
tenses include the preterite (past), present progressive, imperfect, and…if you get that far…the present subjunctive.  You 
will be exposed to a variety of cultural experiences through analyzing and responding to art, architecture, history, 
idiomatic expressions, literature, food, film, and music from the Hispanic world. Interacting with culture is an integral part 
of learning Spanish; it is a big part of what makes it fun and worthwhile. You don’t just learn a language; you also learn to 
appreciate cultural diversity and start to view the world with a new lens. This course meets the requirements for many 
Universities and Colleges. 
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FINE ARTS: 
 
ARTS EDUCATION 8 MAE 08 Grade Level 8 Credits  
This is an introductory course in which students will explore various materials through drawing, painting and 
ceramics. No prior experience needed. 
 
ARTS EDUCATION 9 MAE 09 Grade Level 9 Credits  
In this art foundations course students work in a variety of 2D and 3D materials while exploring the impact of context, 
image development and design strategies as they relate to drawing, painting, printmaking and sculpture.  
No previous experience is necessary. 

 
ART STUDIO 10 (GENERAL ART) MVAST10 Grade Level 10 Credits 4.000 
This course combines the many areas of the visual arts program. Art making techniques such as drawing, painting, 
printmaking and ceramics will explore a wide variety of materials. No previous experience needed. Bring a positive 
attitude and a creative mind. 

 
STUDIO ARTS 2D 10 (DRAWING/PAINTING) MVAD 10 Grade Level 10  Credits  4.000 
Drawing and Painting 10 - This course combines the many areas of the visual arts program. Art making techniques such 
as drawing, painting, printmaking and ceramics will explore a wide variety of materials. No previous experience 
needed. Bring a positive attitude and a creative mind. 

 
STUDIO ARTS 3D 10 (SCULPTING/CERAMICS) MVAC 10 Grade Level 10 Credits 4.000 
Sculpture 10 - This class is designed for students who have an interest in sculpting with clay AND other non-
traditional materials. We will be making functional as well as sculptural pieces, using a variety of techniques. In 
ceramics we will be utilizing the processes of hand building; using coils and slabs as well as wheel throwing. We will 
learn exciting glazing techniques. In addition, we will be using wire, metal, wood, soapstone, paper, found objects 
and other interesting things to create unique and interesting sculptures. No previous experience needed. 

 
ART STUDIO 11 MVAST11 Grade Level 11 Credits 4.000 
This course is intended for the student who wishes to further investigate a "well-rounded" approach to the Fine Arts 
field. A variety of products will utilize a wealth of materials, technologies & processes; two-dimensional drawings, 
paintings, and prints and three-dimensional ceramics, sculptures and installations. No previous experience needed. 

 
STUDIO ARTS 2D 11 (DRAWING/PAINTING) MVAD 11 Grade Level 11 Credits 4.000 
Drawing and Painting 11 - This course continues and builds on the skills from the junior class. It offers students to 
further explore materials in advanced assignments. Drawing will be the basis for projects that will be further 
developed into assignments such as painting (acrylic and water colour) and printmaking (etching, lino and silk 
screening). Art history and visual design aesthetics will be highlighted in projects. A strong art background is 
recommended. No previous experience needed. 

 
STUDIO ARTS 3D 11 (SCULPTING/CERAMICS) MVAC 11 Grade Level 11 Credits 4.000 
Sculpture 11 - This course continues and builds on the skills from the junior sculpture class. It offers students to 
further explore materials in advanced assignments. Larger projects that allow closer examinations of materials will 
enhance previous skills. Kiln operation and glaze technique will also broaden the student's knowledge. Found 
materials and everyday objects will be used in new combinations to create sculptures. A strong art background 
and/or Junior Sculpture course is recommended but not required. 
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GRAPHIC ARTS 11 (Screen Printing and Applied Graphics) MVAGA11  Grade Level 11 Credits 4.000 
Take your graphics to the next level. Learn how to really play with your designs with computer editing programs 
including Photoshop. Learn more technical printmaking methods. This class takes the fun and creativity from your 
previous classes and focuses on fine tuning your skills. Your newly honed skills will allow you to print more detailed, 
difficult designs with incredible results. Put your fresh designs on paper or fabric (t-shirts). This class requires 
motivated, self-directed individuals with a strong interest in art and design. 

 
 
ART STUDIO 12 MVAST12 Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
This course is designed for a serious art student who has demonstrated competent skill in previous classes and wishes 
to have more independence in the selection of projects, technologies & image development. Students will be given 
opportunities to create 2D & 3D images in a variety of media, materials and processes. Portfolio development and/or 
district scholarship work will be emphasized.  

 
 
STUDIO ARTS 2D 12 (DRAWING/PAINTING) MVAD 12 Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
Drawing and Painting 12 - This course continues and builds on the skills from the junior class. It offers students to 
further explore materials in advanced assignments. Drawing will be the basis for projects that will be further 
developed into assignments such as painting (acrylic and water colour) and printmaking (etching, lino and silk 
screening). Art history and visual design aesthetics will be highlighted in projects. A strong art background is 
recommended but not required. 
 
STUDIO ARTS 3D 12 (SCULPTING/CERAMICS) MVAC 12 Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
Sculpture 12 - This course continues and builds on the skills from the Junior Ceramics and Sculpture class. It offers 
students to further explore materials in advanced assignments. Larger projects that allow closer examinations of 
materials will enhance previous skills. Kiln operation and glaze technique will also broaden the student's knowledge. 
Found materials and everyday objects will be used in new combinations to create sculptures. A strong art background 
and/or Junior Ceramics and Sculpture course is recommended but not required. 
 
GRAPHIC ARTS 12 (Screen Printing and Applied Graphics) MVAGA12  Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
This class is designed to take everything that you may have learned in Graphic Arts 11 and not only deepen your 
knowledge, but also put your skills to use. You will learn more in depth, professional level graphic processes and print 
making procedures such as colour separation, foil printing, multi-colour registration and dye printing. You will be creating 
your own brand and company and will have the chance to sell your work in the commons for yourselves and for charity. 
You will be working with your friends on large print runs for school teams/events. This class combines the creativity and 
skills that you've focused on in your previous classes for a more sophisticated, mature, "real-world" art-business 
experience. This class requires motivated, self-directed individuals with a strong interest in art and design. Some 
Photoshop experience is an asset. 



Vernon Secondary School Course Catalog 
 

17 | Page 
 

  
 
 
 

 
 
 
YOGA AND WELLNESS 10 - 12 

PERSONAL AWARENESS 10 – 12             YPA-1C/YPA-2A/YPA-2C  Grade Level 12  Credits  4.000  

It’s all about YOU! ...because you deserve it. This course will give you tools and techniques for transformation, personal 
wellness and EMPOWERMENT. The aim is to serve the holistic health of students by giving them the opportunity and the 
time to connect to themselves and the world around them. The class includes yoga/ mindfulness/ meditation as well as 
learning and practicing evidence based wellness strategies.  Take the time to see what lights you up and to release the 
things that are holding you back from your potential. 
This course is available to all grade 10-12 students, no prerequisites required.  
 
 

  PHOTOGRAPHY: 
 
MEDIA ARTS 9 MADMA09  Grade Level 9  
Photography gives the students a chance to examine this unique art form. The students will apply the principles of light 
and composition, as well as the elements of visual arts. Through a range of photographic options, the students will 
experiment with photographic materials, techniques, processes, and image-making technologies. They may be using 
digital or analog photography processes. The students are encouraged to take creative risks with their photography.  

 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY 10                                MVAPH10   Grade Level 10 Credits 4.000 
Photography gives the students a chance to examine this unique art form. The students will apply the principles of light 
and composition, as well as, the elements of visual arts. Through a range of photographic options, the students will 
experiment with photographic materials, techniques, techniques, processes, and image-making technologies. The 
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majority of the photography projects involving dark room photography chemistry and the use of 35mm film cameras. 
The students are encouraged to take creative risks with their photography. 
 
PHOTOGRAPHY 11                                      MVAPH11   Grade Level 11 Credits 4.000 
Photography gives the students a chance to examine this unique art form. The students will apply the principles of light 
and composition, as well as, the elements of visual arts. Through a range of photographic options, the students will 
experiment with photographic materials, techniques, techniques, processes, and image-making technologies. The 
majority of the photography projects involving dark room photography chemistry and the use of 35mm film cameras. 
The students are encouraged to take creative risks with their photography. 

 
PHOTOGRAPHY 12                                        MVAPH12   Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
Photography gives the students a chance to examine this unique art form. The students will apply the principles of light 
and composition, as well as, the elements of visual arts. Through a range of photographic options, the students will 
experiment with photographic materials, techniques, techniques, processes, and image-making technologies. The 
majority of the photography projects involving dark room photography chemistry and the use of 35mm film cameras. 
The students are encouraged to take creative risks with their photography. 

 

DRAMA: 
 
DRAMA 8 MDR08 Grade Level 8  
In drama, students will use the creative process to take risks, explore new perspectives, and express themselves both 
individually and collectively. Through purposeful play, students will develop and refine ideas and learn about theatre 
terms and techniques. An active and engaging class, the idea is to learn while having fun! 

 
DRAMA 9 MDR09 Grade Level 9  
In drama, students will use the creative process to take risks, explore new perspectives, and express themselves both 
individually and collectively. In addition to purposeful play, students will explore specific elements, techniques, 
vocabulary and symbols to create mood and convey ideas. Students may be expected to perform, either as an actor, or 
backstage for part of the class. 
 
 
DRAMA 10 / THEATRE PRODUCTION 10 MDRM10 Grade Level 10 Credits 4.000 
In drama 10 students will improvise and take creative risks to express meaning. They will develop a repertoire of 
dramatic skills and techniques through presentation or performance. They will experiment with a range of props, 
processes, and technologies in order to create dramatic works with an intended audience in mind. Theatre Production 
is a class where students design theatre productions using imagination, observation, and inquiry. Exploring a variety of 
props, processes and technologies, students will intentionally select and combine production elements with an 
intended audience or effect in mind. They will work toward applying feedback to develop and refine ideas. 

 
MUSICAL THEATRE 10 MMUTH10  Grade Level 10 Credits 4.000 
Students will learn the audition, rehearsal, and performance techniques specific to the musical theatre disciplines of 
drama, music, and dance. Specifically, students will learn musical theatre styles, elements, principles, techniques, 
tools, and vocabulary, to help them create and perform a musical theatre performance. 

 
DRAMA 11/ Theatre Production 11 MDRM 11 Grade Level 11 Credits 4.000 
In drama 11 students will improvise and take creative risks to express meaning. They will develop and refine a 
repertoire of dramatic skills and techniques through presentation or performance. They will experiment with a range 
of props, processes, and technologies in order to create dramatic works with an intended audience in mind.  Theatre 
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production is a class where students design theatre productions using imagination, observation, and inquiry.  
Exploring a variety of props, processes and technologies, students will intentionally select and combine production 
elements with an intended audience or effect in mind.  They will work toward applying feedback to develop and 
refine ideas.  Knowledge of construction and design techniques is helpful for this class. 
 
DRAMA 12/ THEATRE PRODUCTION 12 MDRM 12 Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
In drama 12 students will improvise and take creative risks to express meaning. They will develop and refine a 
repertoire of dramatic skills and techniques through presentation or performance. They will experiment with a range 
of props, processes, and technologies in order to create dramatic works with an intended audience in mind. Theatre 
Production is a class where students design theatre productions using imagination, observation, and inquiry. Exploring 
a variety of props, processes and technologies, students will intentionally select and combine production elements 
with an intended audience or effect in mind. They will work toward applying feedback to develop and refine ideas. 
Knowledge of construction and design techniques is helpful for this class. 
 
MUSICAL THEATRE 11 MMUTH11  Grade Level 11 Credits 4.000 
Students will learn the audition, rehearsal, and performance techniques specific to the musical theatre disciplines of 
drama, music, and dance with a goal toward development and refinement. Specifically, students will learn musical 
theatre styles, elements, principles, techniques, tools, and vocabulary, to help them create and perform a musical 
theatre performance. 
 
MUSICAL THEATRE 12 MMUTH12  Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
Students will learn the audition, rehearsal, and performance techniques specific to the musical theatre disciplines of 
drama, music, and dance with a goal toward development and refinement. Specifically, students will learn musical 
theatre styles, elements, principles, techniques, tools, and vocabulary, to help them create and perform a musical 
theatre performance. 

 
MUSIC: 
 
MUSIC 8 MMU8 Grade Level 8  
Do you want to join others that enjoy playing music? As a VSS Musician you will learn how to perform on an instrument as 
part of a large ensemble. Musicians have access to our professional recording studio gear so you can share your music 
with the world! ALL instruments are welcome. No previous music experience is needed. We will play movie soundtracks, 
jazz, pop, classical, rock and funk that all students will enjoy. Performances are a required part of the course and happen 
throughout the year. Weekly individual practice is expected from all musicians. You will have the opportunity to travel on 
music performance trips!! Instrumental music includes ALL Woodwind, String (such as Violin, Bass and Cello), Brass and 
Percussion instruments. Instrument rentals are available.  

 
 

MUSIC 9 MMU9 Grade Level 9  
Do you want to join others that enjoy playing music? As a VSS Musician you will learn how to perform on an instrument as 
part of a large ensemble. Musicians have access to our professional recording studio gear so you can share your music 
with the world! ALL instruments are welcome. No previous music experience is needed. We will play movie soundtracks, 
jazz, pop, classical, rock and funk that all students will enjoy. Performances are a required part of the course and happen 
throughout the year. Weekly individual practice is expected from all musicians. You will have the opportunity to travel on 
music performance trips!! Instrumental music includes ALL Woodwind, String (such as Violin, Bass and Cello), Brass and 
Percussion instruments. Instrument rentals are available. Previous music experience is recommended. This course builds 
upon the foundation of music learned in Music 8.  
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INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC: GUITAR 10/11/12                    MMUGT10/MIMG11/MIMG12 Grade Level 10-12 Credits 4.000 
This course is open to students of all experience levels, from beginners to advanced guitarists. Students will develop skills in 
reading music, including rhythms, single-note notation, tablature, and chord symbols, while learning to play a wide range of 
styles such as rock, pop, Latin, folk, and classical music. Much of the course focuses on playing as part of a large guitar 
ensemble, with opportunities for more experienced players to work on advanced repertoire. 
Throughout the course, students will build technique through scales, exercises, and etudes, learn to accompany singers and 
other instruments, perform solo repertoire, and explore improvisation and composition for guitar. Students will also learn 
about influential guitarists and the role of the guitar in different musical traditions. 
Assessment is based on participation and performance. Students are expected to attend class prepared, participate positively, 
and practice approximately two hours per week outside of class. Each term, students will perform a solo piece and an 
accompaniment piece, either live or by video, and will also perform as part of the full guitar ensemble at concerts and school 
events. 

 
 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC: ORCHESTRA 10        MMUOR10  Grade Level   Credits 4.000 
Do you want to join others that enjoy playing music? As a VSS Musician you will learn how to perform on an instrument as 
part of a large ensemble. Musicians have access to our professional recording studio gear so you can share your music 
with the world! ALL instruments are welcome. No previous music experience is needed. We will play movie soundtracks, 
jazz, pop, classical, rock and funk that all students will enjoy. Performances are a required part of the course and happen 
throughout the year. Weekly individual practice is expected from all musicians. You will have the opportunity to travel on 
music performance trips!! Instrumental music includes ALL Woodwind, String (such as Violin, Bass and Cello), Brass and 
Percussion instruments. Instrument rentals are available. Previous music experience is recommended. This course builds 
upon the foundation of music learned in Music 8 & 9.  
 
 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC: ORCHESTRA 11          MMUOR11  Grade Level 11 Credits  4.000 
Do you want to join others that enjoy playing music? As a VSS Musician you will learn how to perform on an instrument as 
part of a large ensemble. Musicians have access to our professional recording studio gear so you can share your music 
with the world! ALL instruments are welcome. No previous music experience is needed. We will play movie soundtracks, 
jazz, pop, classical, rock and funk that all students will enjoy. Performances are a required part of the course and happen 
throughout the year. Weekly individual practice is expected from all musicians. You will have the opportunity to travel on 
music performance trips!! Instrumental music includes ALL Woodwind, String (such as Violin, Bass and Cello), Brass and 
Percussion instruments. Instrument rentals are available. Previous music experience is recommended. This course builds 
upon the foundation of music learned in Music 8 - 10. 

 
 
INSTRUMENTAL MUSIC: ORCHESTRA 12  MMUOR12  Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
Do you want to join others that enjoy playing music? As a VSS Musician you will learn how to perform on an instrument as 
part of a large ensemble. Musicians have access to our professional recording studio gear so you can share your music 
with the world! ALL instruments are welcome. No previous music experience is needed. We will play movie soundtracks, 
jazz, pop, classical, rock and funk that all students will enjoy. Performances are a required part of the course and happen 
throughout the year. Weekly individual practice is expected from all musicians. You will have the opportunity to travel on 
music performance trips!! Instrumental music includes ALL Woodwind, String (such as Violin, Bass and Cello), Brass and 
Percussion instruments. Instrument rentals are available. Previous music experience is recommended. This course builds 
upon the foundation of music learned in Music 8 - 11. 
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APPLIED SKILLS 
 

FOODS: 
All Foods Studies Courses 

 

Enrolling in Foods Studies classes will give you an immediate improvement to your quality of life! Cooking & Food Studies are 
a life skill. The life skill of cooking is an important skill of independence, emotional & physical wellness, nutrition, expand your 
culinary horizons, empathy, improved self-esteem, creativity, critical thinking & problem solving, adaptability, organization, 
time management, decision making, communication, teamwork, money management, food ethics, sharing, caring & 
community. The list of these Core Competencies could go on. You will learn the theory of cooking methods to enable you to 
go beyond just reading/following a recipe. Literacy is embedded within the curriculum which enable students to fully 
understand cooking, food studies terms & techniques. Numeracy is also a very important part of cooking which is embedded 
within metric/imperial measurement & measurement technique lessons. Safety, sanitation, lab procedures, cleaning & care 
of equipment & facilities, recycling, composting, cooking techniques, use & care of tools & equipment & facilities are taught 
to enable students to make economical, quick & easy foods & meals. Each grade level is taught increasingly complex recipes 
& techniques. By grade 12, students will be completely prepared for their next chapter of independent life with an excellent 
collection of recipes for everything from extremely simple to advanced to meet daily meal needs to entertaining to special 
occasions.  Foods = Life 😊😊 
 

FOOD STUDIES 8  MADFS08   Grade Level 8  
Foods 8 will enable students to make very economical, very quick & very simple snacks, baked goods (conventional, muffin 
& biscuit mixing methods) which are great for the lunch box, breakfast, garnishing, very simple lunch &/or dinner & dessert. 
Be more awesome! Cooking will boost your self-esteem. You will learn how to see a task through from start to finish while 
contributing in a positive way to the health of yourself, your family & friends. Foods = Life ������ 
 

FOOD STUDIES 9  MADFS09   Grade Level 9  
In Foods 9 students will learn very economical, quick & easy snacks, the conventional mixing method, muffin mixing 
method, biscuit mixing method, breakfast, yeast breads, soup, pasta, vegetables, rice, meat & beverages, as time permits. 
Hang with friends & family. Cooking helps create time for hanging out with family & friends, having fun & making 
memories that you will keep for the rest of your life. Foods = Life ������ 
 
 
FOOD STUDIES 10 MFOOD10  Grade Level 10 Credits 4.000 
Foods 10 recipes & cooking techniques are increased a notch. Recipes range from quick & easy to things that could be 
served to company with pride. Recipes are economical, quick & easy snacks, the conventional mixing method (cookies & 
cakes), dessert, muffin mixing method, biscuit mixing method, breakfast, yeast breads, preservation, soup, salad, pasta, 
rice, international dishes, vegetarian dishes, sandwiches, meat & beverages, as time permits. Use your brain. Cooking will 
help you practice subjects like science, reading & math & will increase your critical thinking. Cooking is a great way to 
actually use the skills you learn in school! Express yourself. Cooking activities are a great way to express your creativity. 
You are the master of the canvas. Try new things! You can always eat your mistakes. Mmm yes, those delicious mistakes! 
Spread the love. Cooking creates a culture of giving & receiving positive energy to the people around you. Foods = Life ������ 
 
FOOD STUDIES 11-12                                                                         MFOOD11/MFOOD12  Grade Level 11/12  Credits   4.000 
So many reasons to sign up for Foods Studies, especially with the fact that you’ll be out on your own relatively soon. 
Such exciting times! Recipes in Foods 11/12 range from economical & quick to advanced, time consuming & fancy! As 
time permits, the following types of recipes will be covered. Snacks, the conventional mixing method (cookies & 
cakes), dessert, muffin mixing method, biscuit mixing method, breakfast, yeast breads, preservation, 
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accompaniments, soup, salad, pasta, rice, cooking with leftovers, international dishes, vegetarian dishes, sandwiches, 
meat & beverages. Beat stress. Cooking is a fun way to relieve stress after a hard day of school or work. Expand your 
mind. Learning to cook will help you understand world cultures, customs & flavors. Save cash. Cooking is less 
expensive than eating at restaurants & fast-food joints. Spending money on pre-packaged meals gets too expensive 
for a young person & families on a budget. Boost your health & wellness. Preparing fresh foods will put much-needed 
nutrition into your diet & increase your energy & quality of health in the short & long run. Foods = Life 😊😊 
 
CULINARY ARTS Grade 10 -12 (CAFETERIA)  MCUL 11 Grade Level 10 -12 Credits 4.000 
This program is best suited to students who are self-motivated, reliable and have the ability to work in both team 
and independent situations. Students are responsible for preparing food in a commercial kitchen setting. They will 
be feeding the school population as well as catering to both school and outside events. This course will cover Food 
Safety and Sanitation, equipment operations, variety of cooking methods, recipe conversions, waste management 
and recycling, to name a few. Attendance is extremely important and a genuine interest in cooking (not eating) is a 
must.  No prerequisite required. 

 
 

FAMILY STUDIES:       

CHILD DEVELOPMENT AND CAREGIVING 10-12                     MFAMS10/MIAFR11/MCDAC12 Grade Level 10-12 Credits 4.000  

This Family Studies class is designed to get you thinking about your possible future family or career while learning about 
children from birth to adolescence. We will be learning about children: why and how we have them, theories of 
development and ways to care for them, and how children are raised in different cultures. You will be asked to think about 
your beliefs and attitudes toward children, and to consider what your personal approach to children and their care may be. 
Students will have the option of completing the popular parenting simulation using the computerized Real Care babies.  

 
TEXTILES: 

 
TEXTILES 8  MADT-08 Grade Level 8  
In this introductory sewing course, students will learn to complete complex tasks that will require multiple hand 
and machine sewing skills, tools and technologies. They will use their new skills in creating and designing several 
projects (boxer shorts, pin cushions, stuffed animals, etc) while considering ways to minimize waste and their 
impact on the environment. Students will learn about the sources of textiles, basic components of patterns and 
instructions, colour as an element of design, and personal factors that impact textile choices. 

 
TEXTILES 9  MADT-09 Grade Level 9  
This course is for students who have an interest in clothing, fashion trends and learning how to sew, craft and/or 
quilt. Students will learn about the design process, and will learn that complex tasks may require multiple hand 
and/or machine skills, tools and technologies. They will use their new skills in creating and designing several projects 
(clothing, stuffed animals, hoody, quilt, crafts, etc). Students will learn about textile fibers, modifying patterns, and 
the elements of design while considering ways to minimize waste and their impact on the environment. 



Vernon Secondary School Course Catalog 
 

23 | Page 
 

 
TEXTILES 10 MTXT10 Grade Level 10 Credits 4.000 
This course is for students who have an interest in clothing, fashion trends and developing their sewing, crafting 
and quilting skills. Students will learn about the design process, and will learn that complex tasks may require 
multiple hand and/or machine skills, tools and technologies. They will use basic and advanced skills to create 
and design several textiles projects based on their interests and skill level. Students will also learn about natural 
and manufactured textiles, altering and upcycling items, and the principles of design. Students will also consider 
ways to minimize waste and their impact on the environment. No prerequisites required. 
 
TEXTILES 11 MTXT11 Grade Level 11 Credits 4.000 
In this course students will build on their knowledge about fashion, textiles and sewing techniques to create the 
latest trends in clothing, decor, quilting and crafting. Most projects are chosen by students based on their skill level 
and will focus on further developing their sewing techniques, using and modifying patterns and using different 
fabrics to make a variety of textile items. Students will also learn about fabric properties, textile re-purposing, 
elements and principles of design, design symbolism, and fashion marketing, while considering ways to minimize 
waste and their impact on the environment. No prerequisites required. 

 
TEXTILES 12 MTXT12 Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
This course further develops the knowledge and techniques learned in previous Textiles classes. Students will learn 
advanced sewing techniques and work with challenging fabrics. They will apply principles and elements of design, 
perform pattern adaptations, and construct several clothing, decor, craft and quilting items. Projects are chosen by 
students based on their skill and interest level. Students will also learn about fiber and fabrics, textile manipulation 
techniques, historical textiles and fashion forecasting, while considering ways to minimize waste and their impact on 
the environment. No prerequisites required. 
 
FASHION INDUSTRY 11-12 (Fashion Design)   MFIND12   Grade Level 11-12      Credits   4.00 
This course has been developed to support and encourage students to explore the creativity and individuality of 
basic fashion design concepts. They will apply their knowledge of the elements and principles of design to alter 
existing garments or create original designs. Students will have the opportunity to develop a portfolio that will 
explore concepts in the history of fashion, factors affecting clothing choices and trends, properties of fibers and 
fabrics, ethical and environmental issues in fashion marketing and production, brand development and marketing. 
This course is designed for students with a passion for fashion, and for those wishing to pursue a career in the 
Fashion Industry. This course may be taken along with Textiles 10-12 or on its own. No prerequisites required. 

 

 
YEARBOOK: 
 
MEDIA ARTS 10 – 12 (Yearbook) MVAM10 Grade Level 10 - 12 Credits 4.000 
This course has the goal and responsibility of creating a dynamic Yearbook that documents the school year at Vernon 
Secondary. Students in this course will have many opportunities to immerse themselves in skills such as photography, 
video graph, graphic design, video editing, yearbook development, video yearbook development and a variety of monthly 
media productions. This course runs within the school timetable. 
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COMPUTERS: 
 

 
DIGITAL MEDIA DEVELOPMENT 10 - 12 (Design/Animation) MDMD10-12   Grade Level 10-12 Credits 4.00 
In these classes you will be introduced to the basic principles of art and design. You will learn to use a range of software to 
create, edit and present art and information. There will be opportunities to use a variety of mediums, including animation. 
Students choosing to pursue the animation option will use digital drawing tablets, Adobe Animate, and pencil drawing to 
create an original complete animation sequence that could be included in a portfolio for post-secondary education. Topics 
would include 2D and 3D drawing, human / animal anatomy, character design, story development, storyboarding, 
traditional and digital animation. Students continuing to a second semester of this course further develop their mastery of 
the basic principles of art and design. 
 

 
MEDIA DESIGN 10-12 (VIDEO PRODUCTION)                                     MMEDD10-12   Grade Level 10-12 Credits 4.000 
Students in this course will begin by engaging in units that look at today’s pop culture, and then students will transition to 
be heavily involved in video production. Several video projects will be assigned, and students will also be responsible for 
coming up with their own ideas for video production. A major component of this course will be centered on the planning, 
script writing, videotaping, acting, editing and production of a short movie.  

 
 

  TOURISM 10 – 12 MTRM10-12 Grade Level 10-12   Credits  4.000  

Tourism 10-12 represents a comprehensive introduction to a fast-paced, rapidly changing, and extremely diversified 
industry. Core elements of the program are therefore designed to encourage students to apply, and refine, a wide range of 
attitudes, skills, and knowledge. The inclusion of Tourism Essentials provides students with both transferable skills and 
employability skills and a foundation for workplace training in any of the five sectors of the tourism industry. 
(Transportation, Accommodation, Food and Beverage, Travel Agencies, Attractions) 

 
 
 
 
 

DESIGN & DRAFTING: 
 
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN & DRAFTING 9 MTDRF10 Grade Level 9 Credits 2.000 
This course will give students the opportunity to learn some basic computer drafting skills. Not only will you be learning 
about architecture and the technical side of drafting, but you'll also get to explore your creative side with the creation of a 
small house plan that will come to life in 3D. 
 
ARCHITECTURAL DESIGN & DRAFTING 10 - 12 MTDRF10-12 Grade Level 10-12 Credits 4.000 
Open to all students. If students have completed the previous course, this course is a more in-depth continuation of 
Architectural Design & Drafting 10. Are you interested in building design? Do you enjoy spaces that look amazing and 
meet people’s needs? In this course students will design buildings for specific locations and needs through brainstorming, 
drawings, 3D digital design apps and building physical models. We’ll look at construction practices and how to make a 
building energy efficient and design for the climate and landscape. We will also explore how material choices can make a 
building beautiful and functional. Recommended for those interested in a career in architecture, engineering, design, 
interior design, drafting, and construction. 
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TECH: 
 
POWER TECHNOLOGY 8  MADPT08   Grade Level 8  
This is a hands-on course which will focus on design and testing of projects you build. You will learn to design, plan 
and sketch your projects. Some projects might include bridge building, candle extinguisher, CO2 cars and pop 
bottle rockets. 

 
POWER TECHNOLOGY 9  MADPT09   Grade Level 9  
This course is an introduction to engineering. Students learn about small engines, design using metal and wood, as well 
as basic electronics. 
 
POWER TECHNOLOGY 10 MTPOW10   Grade Level 10 Credits 4.000 
This is an introductory course in the mechanics field. Power Technology 10 is a course that will use bicycles and their 
mechanisms to introduce students to the principles of mechanics, shop tools and shop equipment. Students will 
learn to completely overhaul their own bicycles, learn the principles of small engines, rebuild a small motor and 
work on some metalwork projects. 

 
AUTO: 
 
AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY 11 MTAUT11 Grade Level 11 Credits 4.000 
Automotive 11/12 builds on the skills developed in Power Tech 9/10. Students will learn the basics of automotive 
systems and maintenance, including performing service work on their own or customer's vehicles. Automotive 
topics may be augmented with other projects including high mileage vehicle design and fabrication (go-karts), 
working with a drag racing vehicle and the construction of small electronics projects. 

 
AUTOMOTIVE TECHNOLOGY 12 MTAUT12 Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
Automotive 11/12 builds on the skills developed in Power Tech 9/10. Students will learn the basics of automotive 
systems and maintenance, including performing service work on their own or customer's vehicles. Automotive 
topics may be augmented with other projects including high mileage vehicle design and fabrication (go-karts), 
working with a drag racing vehicle and the construction of small electronics projects. 

 
WOODWORK: 

 
WOODWORK 8  MADWW08 Grade Level 8  
This course is a hands-on, project based ADST course, part of the grade 8 exploration. Emphasis will be on shop 
safety, project design and construction, as well as problem solving skills. Hand tools, basic woodworking 
techniques and some woodworking machinery will be introduced. Students will complete a minimum of two 
projects. 

 
WOODWORK 9  MADWW09 Grade Level 9  
This course is a hands-on, project based ADST course for students who wish to build on skills learned in grade 8 
woodwork. Students will have the opportunity to build a folding stool and a second project to be determined by time 
and student ability. The emphasis in this course will be on stationary equipment operation (to prep materials), safety, 
problem solving, and project completion 
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WOODWORK 10 MWWK 10  Grade Level 10 Credits 4.000 
This course continues to build on skills learned in grade 8 & 9 woodwork. Students will have the opportunity to 
build multiple projects to be determined by time and student ability. Students will continue to learn equipment 
operation and wood processing. The emphasis in this course will be on safety and project completion. Project 
selection may result in material costs above that supplied by the school. 
 
WOODWORK 11 MWWK 11  Grade Level 11 Credits 4.000 
This course continues to build on skills learned in grade 10 woodwork. Students will have the opportunity to build 
multiple projects to be determined by time and student ability. Students will continue to learn equipment operation 
and wood processing. Included in this course will be estimating quantities and costs of various materials and wood 
identification. Machine operation and woodworking joinery will also be covered Grade 9 & 10 woodwork is 
recommended but not required. Project selection may result in material costs above that supplied by the school. 

 
WOODWORK 12 MWWK 12  Grade Level 12 Credits 4.000 
This course continues to build on skills learned in other woodwork courses. Students will have the opportunity to 
build multiple projects to be determined by time and student ability. Students will continue to learn equipment 
operation and wood processing. Included in this course will be estimating quantities and costs of various materials 
and wood identification. Machine operation and woodworking joinery will also be covered. Grade 11 woodwork is 
recommended but not required. Project selection may result in material costs above that supplied by the school 

 
 

STUDENT SUPPORT: 
 

 
Peer Tutoring 11 - 12      YIPS0B/1B/2B Grade Level 11/12 Credits  4.00 
Peer tutoring is a program that provides students with an opportunity to work with other students who need extra 
help in school. Peer Tutors may be assigned to special programs like the Resource Room, academic or elective 
classes. Each student wishing to be a peer tutor will go through an orientation and be placed in an appropriate 
class. Placement of students depends upon the needs of the program, teacher requests for Peer Tutors, and the 
needs of the students. 

 
LEADERSHIP 10 - 12 YCPA0A   Grade Level 10 - 12 Credits 4.000 
This course will offer students the opportunity to develop, and to discover leadership skills and knowledge which 
will help enable them to become more effective school and community members. The most important prerequisite 
is the determination to improve oneself, school and community. No experience is necessary, only desire and 
commitment. Topics include Parliamentary Procedure, problem solving/decision making, communication skills, 
group dynamics, public speaking, team building and other group processes. Students must be prepared to 
contribute out of class time within the school and the community as part of the learning process. Assessment is 
based on class work, participation and peer and self-evaluation. This course is scheduled outside the timetable. 
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BC MINISTRY OF EDUCATION REQUIRED ASSESSMENTS 
 

NUMERACY ASSESSMENT 10 NME10 Grade Level 10 
The Numeracy Assessment is a new provincial assessment and a graduation requirement for students on the 2018 
Graduation Program. Students will write the assessment during their graduation years (Grade 10-12) at the most 
appropriate time. The Numeracy Assessment is not tied to a specific math course. Rather, it evaluates a student's 
numeracy skills developed over the course of their education. Results will be reported using a four-category 
proficiency scale and appear on a student's transcript as a number representing one of the four categories 
(emerging-developing-proficient-extending). Students will have three opportunities to write during their graduation 
years should they wish to increase their proficiency. 
 
LITERACY ASSESSMENT 10      LTE10 Grade Level 10 
The Grade 10 Literacy Assessment is a provincial assessment that assesses student proficiency in literacy. It is a graduation 
requirement, and students take the assessment in their Grade 10 year. The Grade 10 Literacy Assessment assesses student 
ability to use critical thinking and analysis to make meaning from a diverse array of texts. It also assesses the ability of 
students to communicate their ideas. The Grade 10 Literacy Assessment is not based on a particular course, but on 
learning across multiple subjects, from kindergarten to Grade 10. 
 
 
LITERACY ASSESSMENT 12      LTE12 Grade Level 12 
The Grade 12 Literacy Assessment is a provincial assessment that assesses student proficiency in literacy. This is a 
graduation requirement, and students take the assessment in their Grade 12 year. The Grade 12 Literacy Assessment 
assesses student ability to use critical thinking and analysis to make meaning from a diverse array of texts. It also assesses 
the ability of students to communicate their ideas. The Grade 12 Literacy Assessment is not based on a particular course, 
but on learning across multiple subjects, from kindergarten to Grade 12. 

 


